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Abstrapt- Fhez we reviow crifivallv our liferary Aloioriss we quickh realir=ihe mormy dpferent sraieziez
Eeking the convon formeation i wa afrady o woek durimes the My doe wherewe amlh abzerve
i Eopias of padnidhie! s gl enjoved comsiderable popularit, & mdivamd Iy e murviEing
marReLTip! coples and reference by othbr poeit. and alin gf ey oty copes that aid w0t aperionge
any reewortry reception - Affer @ drief review of i edd Ziewed and ofim poliiicking procesr of
enzaging with the availadle wide range of texiz. thir siudy focuzes om the care of Heldris de Cormwall's
Rowem de Silexce ther fay servived i ondy one mamescript. Ahough re-ditcovered oz lore ar im 1814,

it recepiion did not Segmamn the lase 1970, which forces iz to refiect deeply upon tfe ranzmary natirs
of all our (itezary carepores loed 1 extaliie g canonand oR the catezorier for the criiical avalugion of
1T alzo from the pre-medorn paricd

Eaywords— Litsrary canon, fergatten texty; Heldris de Cormwall; receprion history

INTRODUCTION: MODERN PERSPECTIVES
The process of literary history rans odd coursss. with many ups and downs with the popaladty-of an
wmdividoal wotk werang and wanmg with scholarship respondme o vanous; st bmes:-even
contradietary ways. Most famous: highly popular works even bestsellers. if not espesially thoss can
dissppear quickly from public view, aad litery histonss, 23 & semrs, wvoluntanly mirer this
constant Favaiuation We know oniy too well that each generation of readershistensrs and liferary
scholars develops s own categories in the evaloshon of fictichal works, which are constantly the
objecta; if not vichms, of chanmng values: ideals, political conrepts and the hike. Prizes for Iiterary
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accomplishments, sach asthe Georg Biichner Prews. avvarded wearly by the Deutache Akadenue fir.
Sproche pnd Dichtuno in Darmstadt Germany, reflect the politicsl character of these efforts (sranted

to the Turkish-Gemvan suthor Emine Sevst Ozdamasr (b 1946] tn Awgust 2022

hitps“wrww faz pet abtuail feuillcton buacker sufocen/emins-sei gi-oezdamar-orhaslt- den-bnechner-
pre1s-2022-18231336 himl). From 8 negahive perspective, mest actoricusly, the Nazis organived bock

burminge in 1933 Yt they were nesther the first por the last to:try to climmate beoks that seemedic

confradict their own sdealogy

in fact, m the Ungied States: meregsmely poblee and school hibrares are foreed to remove
certzn books from their shelves becanss of thesr allegedly politically mncorrect content. cermainty a
new fornm of cepsure atmed apamt LGBTQ and Black writers ¥ Bocks have shway: been suapicions
to all these whe pursie weological apendas snd feel theeatened by diffevant aptmcite The almest
exponential growth of pavate scheols mn the TUSA and elzewhere 13.a:/clear mdwstion that pareste no
lonzer want ther children 10 be sxpesed to tezching motenal that masht aot meet their oywm valee
syTtem. of t¢ socisl condiicns with racial integration and desegrepation Elitiam and thinty vsled
mciem undermed thoss efforts all sorcss the country, and this to the global disadvantace,
mposenshment and even failing of public schools. It won't need forther comments that tho
development fiindamantally thrsatens detdoeiacy and promotes avlocracy.

Literary hustory wt=elf has shways morored the standards, values, and bamc pohens of
scholacshp, the academy, and hence also of society &t laree Rinding advanced research in recant
Tears, 2 growing mumblr of soholars hax addinionally subseribad fo the notion of world Indrafurs,
whith has been preseated invarions multi-volums publicatiofis In thie regard, e ohsare vetanother
festure of the curous selection process of literary' texts from the past and the prezent In order to do
more josics cthe concept of “world' m thar regard. mdividual editers bave made greas-effons.1o
sllow the vast body of other, parteuslarly non-Euroeentne veices € come forward, This haz had the
great advantage thet the audience it mereaningly exposed 1o sn.sver-widening Sorpus of literary toxts
from all gver the word, all of witch reflecting the sncemons multipheity of the Iferary discouirse
globalty

However. 1 ofder to handle this compiex #ituahon with s siormous and qiantitshve
challepges:, almest a3 many rpdmonal avthoss or poets are thes suddenly ignered or deliberately left
out, uvespective of their statys as major of minar conterbutors to thew own culiure. oe new voices are
paid attention to. In a way, this troly ireconcilable dilemma haz led to many new problems o wntine
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brterary history beoasuss guanhty fhireatens to ovetshadow goaliy, as:some cntics have nghtly pointed:
out. Or, the profound concern with Eurocentnsm or Assacentresm ought lead fo the deliberate
isriorance of treditionsl htersrv siants, often male, white and Chrstin The Smous proverd,
‘threwing the taby outwith the bath water” micht apply i this ca== a3 mueh 28 we mest credit those
effpris of comins 10 terms with world lerature a5 produchve and forward-looltng lince we live today
i 2 zlobal world and 'must or st lsast ought to payy respect to all worthy voices in blsmry terms (382,
e, Lawsll ed, 2002; Chism, 2020) |

Another cunons phenomenon proves to be the polincal approach to the hwtory of literature,
which i5 ofian judeed by later gensmations accoedine I new power suCtnies, irespactive of the
Interary guatity of individoal works For instance, writers who adapt to palitical demands by the
political system they Iive in (the Namz, Staltmisin, Fast Germany, comtemporary China, North Korea,
ec.) and by to socaee by mesn3 of mtemal exile; hudng thew true 1deas from pubhc screemng,
suddenly face pew crticism by the next generation and then dizappesr from public wew, either
becauze they hmd sllez=dly accommpdated of compromassd 100 much. o beczus= they had beent to0
religicos. oo political too fminizt too patrarchal efc (for a recemt case study, see Wamsr
Bergenzmién [1892-1554]; of Classen, “Ein vergessenss littrarisches Jowel” 2022). Or, many ofthe
formet East German writers suck ag Christa Walf (1929-2011) face saddenty sharp enticiam becanse
they had submitted under the preszure of the Stz and compled with demands to-2pv on thew fellow
wrmtes {(Vmks, 1993)

ther woters enjoy remendous populanty at cerfain timres because they succeed in appealing
te their contemporary sudisncss thrcuph thislr specific themes, motifs, impgés, or langudge (=g, ue
of local dialects, ‘anti-fascism scocriticism), but later, again becilze of ideslogical concerss or for
other reazony, they are suddenly ‘deamuzzed and trexted a4z a percong Rew grata, soch as the
Austnan Salzburs avthor Karl Heinnch Wagger) (1872:1973; of Classen, 2017 At the present time,
we fece mumercus cultore wars, wath w=ious groops fishhing against esch other oser charzes of
raciem, sexism liberaliom, wokeness stc The =3l msue, howevee, shoold always be the literary
quiality of a cerinin work, whether detérmined by uy sivle. [anFoage, metaphors, musicality, or i
messages, 1des or concept Latile wonder that major avthors siich as Dante Shaksspesre Gosthe,
Jane Austen. Ermly Dickenson, Emest Hemingway, Thomas Mann or Yoko Tawada — certmnly &
subjectre listine here — have sunaved the mony different disconmes and criticisms. I pteratuge that
affitms = politica) ideclozy, = eystem, = party, of cne-mdedly supports sn ethitic provip over others, 5
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spectfic gender over another. 3 unique age grovp overanather. etc would sot'be able to cleam the
rank of true lteratars; matead, it wonld belens to propagands or mught be compremeed by 2 cortam
idealogy. However, cach indivudnal wiiter subscnbes to values, ideals, concepts, and nonms of life,
and can fims sssily face all kinds of opposition by the reading atdiznce The book murket i feokls,
and that kas alwisrs been the case.

One codzequance -of fhue obsarvahon wonld be that thoss texts thet have been lost have
dizappeared, or that have been i1znored for & loos hme conld suddenly prove to be mmmezuine
challenges for literary scholarthip since their destiny, vninrtunate for them, allows ua to probe more
deephy the historical conditinns of the Iiterary discourse and 1o understand the social mental, and
ideclegicst famework determinine censin wodks from the past and the présent It 11 oné thino to
study. folly jushfiable. acthora such a= Homer, Onid Mane ¢e France, Chatcer, Shaksspsare, of
Wilkam Fauliwer who enjoy hrshest respect unhl today Tt 1= anothers Bung 1o examne why many of
their confemporanes did not achieve the desired resnls and were quickly forgotten asam Baoth
phencmena deserve our attention =ven theugh they subseribe to different methodclogiss and sim for
different coteomes of their imestization. What 13 tivial Iteraturs, 2od why ix it identified as such_ for
matance, and what would be the differsnces Beiween something commonly identified a5 "claznicsl’ or
‘canoniesl’ {zee the costabubions to Chassen and Parra Membrves ed. 20137, angd omething
regarded a3 trrvial)

Until today, for mstance, the many different textz (plays, poeme, calendar stories. parables,
etc) created by Beriolt Brecht (1858-1535) appeal to many different sudiences in many differsnt
social gstems, althoush be formplated sireaz criticiem of capitalivem froim 3 socialict peppachive Bt
theres is no gearantes that he will maintain fhes sfrone position within literars hivtore, especiallywithin
the:L'S conrext where incressmgly polmical grovps are hard aswork censonag the libsary hoddines,
bath public and prvate to EIISI-HE that thewr gwn wdeniosy 2 oot undermined throush Meerary works
their children maght be reating

In short Witerary history 2asily peoies fo be the result of many different dabates that have easdly
changed theit dissctions throogheut time. Literary histories written from a Socialist or Western
petepective differ consmdessbly from each other mm thew selection of the highlishty and thetr
mterpretation. hence m thew canonscal concepts. Dunng the Nan penod, for instence, many wriers
wers britally sliminated from the ranke of publicly recognized apthors and were banned from
publishins whereas many others were suddenly hailed 25 nienificant and politically relevant vouces
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With the defeat of Nan Gemmany i 1945, smoch of all tharradically changed. This wmphies. forus that
literary hiatory can profit almost 3= much from studning those writers or poets who were eliminated
or marsimalizad &5 from sxamining the most respectsd authore the “spgroved’ poblic Soures The
formation of 3 litarary canon has hence always been the topic of infenes theosstica] duoussions, and
thots in tom have shed imporiant lickt on the contemporinyzocial poliical @nd sconomic conditions
(zee‘z2., the sofitnbotions to Neahats and Schaffers 2d. 2016; to Rappl and Winks, 2d. 2013)

tnfmmnute{:;, kowever. throuzhout tune and m-many different culfures, mdradeel fextz
eppeared and were forootten agmin, and this for many different reasons Marketing, a3 we call it today,
might not have worked well, or an individual work might have seemad to be 100 abstrart too radical
in its outlock. too 2xireme in its peripective, of 100 progressivetraditional. The happenstance that
made a text disappear ﬂgm after v first publatron meht have been at play. of ragic- cucimstincss
leadingto g3 phisical Gisappearance.

THE CASE OF MEDIEVAL LITERATURE

The history of literatore s filled with =mmples of tests that once hasl been lost and were rediscovered
&t a laier moment in time as valuable imelisctoal products. This finds an intrisuive example in the
casz of the larzs collechon knovm #s the dmoraser Heldenbueh, copied down by the Innsback 6l
keeper Hens Fied on behalf of Empsror Maxmmhoen [ from cz 1584 to ca. 1516, Some of the fexts:
conminad i st had been highly popular before, such as the Nibeltmpaniiod but a good mmmber of
tham were the only copies orexted of texes that had disappearsd fom public view already hundreds of
eI $50 {(Elares, &d . 2022

Mary thimsy, medieval works were refotded anid presenved in manuzcripts fomn misch later
centunes: and we are often rather ucky when a fairly larse percenmage of the orzmal coples waz-
preserved. But there are slzo extreme cases whach m turn zhed valzable hehton the estirs procesz ar
lack thereof imvolvmne major works that were bazically fogeotien slteady sincs the Iate Middle Ases
Turminz our atiention to the situatian of medieval Furopean Insminee promises to fanilitat= a ¢lozar
look at the conditicun through which any texts mansded to sorvive, ither a3 a copy in & matuscripl
contammnz only thef wwork, of i 3 compilation) 3 miscellany manuscnpt (Pratt. Besamusca, Meyer,
end Putter. ed., 2017)

REDISCOVERY OF A LATE &[EI]IETJLL FRENCH ROMANCE
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All theze prebimunary-reflections can be convemently examined by way of sindvng the sather odd
caze of Lz Roman de Silesce by Heldres de Comuell, composed sometime in-the second half of the
thirtzenth centmry (Haldris) No mediesal poet smems to have refénsd o it there is only one
menbiaeript sviilable: containing the fext, and the depth of ulénce could sauly Hsve meant the
complete death of Slfgace The matmgcnipt was discovered in the attic of Wollston Hall
Nottingharmshirs: by W. H Stevensan when he ereated s report of the manusongts of Tocd Middleion
(1911) Thizs did pot mean, bowever. that Haldn: 'z romance immediately samed respect by modern-
scholarship [t took move than fifiy veass until a reliable edition of 2 text was producad by Levs
Therpe in 2 s2aal fashion in the Nommnsham Medineval Stisdics from 1961 to 1567, and then 1n boek
form, m 1972 (Thorpe, 1961; Thorpe, 1972) Theresfier, howeier, modem scholarship suddenly
reahized the etionmous potentals ﬂfﬂ.:l.zttad_ and sver sance it has been cafapulted wite the centerof
critical attention (for latest rezesrch) ses Bozkava Bubimeann, sud Pi:ll;pcm.ed__ 203N,

A paralle] case haa beea the aconymous Middle Hich German verae aarative, Mawritius von
Cratin(ca 1220), which has survived oaly otice inthe dmdrarer Feidenbuch. obnicusly not sppealing
to thé contémporary audience Bt rediaing 3t mysteniots why thic shert composition made ds way
mip that massive collection fom fhé eiply sixiventh centiey, espetisily bscavse it i deeply
determiniad by sharp cohictam of tradihenal mghthood: chrvalry, and the concept of courtly lode
Abhourh the groigeenizt tnumphs an the fournament that be had crpamired 0 erder fo mmpsess the
lady whom he 13 woome he overdoes everythime becomes a cancatire of the jdeal mede! of 2 kboight,
#nd latsr replaces courtly love with s=xual nioleice (Clagen, 2011) Nevarthalese modem racearch
bas reactad with greatest snthusizem to this text (Fiscker 2008), fully acknowledzing s fascinating:
structoral complexity, s bitine criticiym of the traditional values of conntliness, and the hollowesss
of kmsghtiy mascolnny, We m.tgt:t even marvel that Mauritiur sunaved an the first place since @ must
have mzde itz medieval audience rather uncomfortahle

Certnin texts have gbviousty sddressed tssues that were vimlent slready af their hme botwinch
the readers'listanars did not want to sngage with We today approach ths very differentiy, whach
explains the ehormoos intérest in the Romen de Sifnce st présenttimes Lt us briefiy summarise the
plot lins before we procsed further.

Kz Fbany (Evan) of Ensland witmezzes that two of his best koaghits bill each otherin g fight
over their wives' mhemtance mnce both are sisters -and hence eontled to thew father's property
Comzequentiy. b= izsuss & law forbidding sny womsn from sueceading her father a= the owner of the

STMS 2022, All Rizhes Reserved wnwsnnkalopublishing. com

gfPoge



Volume: 2, s 6 Siny kﬂﬂ: Journai nj' Multzdiscaplnary Studies fﬁ‘ﬂ.}
350 U -E177
November-December, 2022 Published by Sankalp Publishing-A Unit of SEDF

memily estate This then has devastating cotsequences Torons-of s barons; Cador whom the king
had greatly honored for slamne a dangerous dragon, granting him the hand of the princess Eufomie
it marnase Both love cach other deeply, and scon they have 5 23! as their offsprine

The eati= romance 1t defermined by the batfls beiwween Nature and Nigture: both alisgenical
figores competine aFaset ach other overthat voung woman The parénts deide, snd Silenos aoreet,
to taize her &= & boy becavze thatsvould be the caly opportusdy for tha fmilv to prezerve ther
mherttance, which atherwize would retum to the kns's possession: Hushand and wafe, and-one of
thetr seneschals concoct aplan to nds the truth, which then becomes reality, and Silence zoon nses
to bz 3 shining star 3t the soval conmtswharetar ke appears. performing sxeasdingly well, cortainly
betier then most of the cther knighte The details do not matier for our topic, wheress we have to pay
clesd attention to the debates between Nature and Nurture, wrth the former bittetly complaming abant
any arempts to expel w from ne own tealm Notiung should be aliowsd %o become de-satured
(“desnaturer.” 2272} The sxample then provided sbout the deep conflict and dangers dllnstrates the
iazge well: "z hittle tumbler full of gall - wouold tanm 3 meazore of honey / more than 3 measure oF
honey ' could umprove 2 quant of z=ll, if voo potred ™ (2333-38). This comnment is then applisd to
gll of education, insoiaras-a little bad murture might do'great harm to zood nature Or, the other way
sroiind. even lengthy mstruchons wWould not be powerfil ensugh to imiprove an wntrmstcally svil heart
234243 Heldrps thus razes the most imporiant scepter of zood natre versus vl social mfluence,
or, mversely, of scod ourture controlline or subduing evil nature. We do not need to decide the caze
hare and can be contant with observing only that this rofiance 2 long tums before the taaé o= 1o
critical mzss in the modern world already addressed 3 most imporfant iszpe 1 the confemporary
debate about gender. gender 10l2y. and gender identity, and then alss about the fundamental guestions
regardms ethics |

At cne powt, Stience bemins to reconsider hizher siuation; and alnsost formulstes 3 wash {c
return o his her female nature bt then £ he realizes that a3 & young, valant hi‘_gi;i}’:enﬁmﬁ voung
ran 'he enyoys much kisher appeal and somal est=em: “and weighed i his heat of hearts / all feimale
custome asamst hes cuvent way of 1ife, and saw; in'short, that s man’s life / was oruch Betier than thar
cf 8 wromaen™ (2835.38). We clearly recognize here not too subtie enticsm of patrarchal socséty and:
& lament about women's status ai-:sﬁanﬂa-.elaaa cihzenz withie s world efmen

10 be mure, S:lence grows up pedectly assumme the male rolg, and this 10 & point where he
becomes the object of erctic paxsion by Queen Eufemne who does not bnow anvthine shout his frue
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gender tdentity &nd wesumply attracted by his masculine sole belund which the female = hiding The
queen: openly tells himher what she desires Tm offering vou my body i complete sorrender’
(3784), and then begimy to disrobe herself trying to seduce him Silence valisntly fishts her off snd
doss not gét sroused at 5l “becatsis his nature kept him fom respondimz" (3324). In short, we'clésriy
face here 5 caze of cross-diesang only (Hotchkizs, 1956}, and cerfamiy not #'form of ranssresuive or
guser love (Kmueger. 2000; Campbell 20195 This soca traneform: the queen’s passion for him nite
hatred, nar:,'_:!a:'.:.r tc the ‘clazsical’ sccount of Jozeph and ?nnphui‘a wife (Geoesiz 351 She alsc
alaima that Silence tried to rape her which leads the ke to send the yousns ‘mon’ to the kine of
France with the request that he be sxecot=d on the spot. which doas not happen, however. Instead,
Silence later raturms to Evgland and can rescues the king from a dapgerons rebellion, sl of which
murears an extenzive lack of paliical stabairty and of governmental ethies.

The postinvests i some sxtended commenteries abont women's character, which we would:
probably dismuss todey a3 highly stereotypical, but the final comment by the namstor deserves to be
hishlishtzd- "z 3o0n a5 she has 3 zrodee szsidst 3 man ' she dossa’t mive up hating sesily” (3923-
24). The queen calls him 3 heretie, hatwce 2 homozexmal (“ente™ 3935), and scon begms ploiting
azamnst hir vwith the zoal of eliminsting him be-whatever meany available to her.

Ail her conniving. Bowever ultmatalvlezds to her ovm tinrsvehne becanse she convimeez her
husband to force Salence to go for the mosschellensing sdventure, :apmm:;g the prophet and mameian
Merlm, who can notonngualy cnly be eanght by & woman: This farry-tale motif helos Heldnas to solve
the entire issue sddeessed in hie romance not only becgnss Marlin is caught, but becanse his langhter
in the presence of various sroups of people leads to profourd epustemolesicat revelations #nd fo the
unraveling of ths queen’s many machinationy.

Nleriin was of course &-popuisr fHgure withn meciewsl Anhoriae tteratre {32e; for matance.
Lopsck 2003), so hus sppearance here o the Roman gz Sifence does not come a5 5 real surpnze Bat
Hﬂdﬂ_'. did 5ot witte an Arthurian rommnce; m fact. Kins Arthor and his oourt do not-figsire here at
gll Instesd, we hear of different pohincal chamacters (the king of Enzland, the kirs of France) and
[samn mich ‘aboot munstrais whom Silence had jomed and from whom he acquires theélr draft
excesdmnaly well, to a pornt st winch they become-zo jeatousthat they scheme to-murder lum The
majonty of thiz romance bence reflects much of pehtical history end comsnes those allusions with.
the fantasy of the cross-dressed woman who exceeds all of her mole contemporanes and can sven
capture Merhn alive

STMS 2022, All Rizhes Reserved wnwsnnkalopublishing. com

1 JPoge=



Volume: 2, s 6 Siny kﬂﬂ: Journai nj' Multzdiscaplnary Studies fﬁ‘ﬂ.}
350 U -E177
November-December, 2022 Published by Sankalp Publishing-A Unit of SEDF

Butwhat happens-at the end. and how s Stlence’ssdennty finally revealed” Merhn begmsto
tell the reasons for his bouts of langhter i vanious scenes gnd then proves 1o be comeet mnall of them
H= slsc sxposes Silence 33 3 womsn 2nd the ann in the gosen’s company 31 3 men His lqushter
rednlésd from his realization 1hat sten he and the king had been deceived by the false menger
appeatanee of the Tartous people & Sourt, and the goteomes then pioves to be ﬁhn:hng fof EVEryone
mvolved Hoth Sileacs snd the queen feel deeply smbamaszed. but wheress the former than recerver-
the highest prasze for her valiance and beavery, Evfeme faces severe pumishment and 1= axscuted by
being drawwn and quanersd: the false pun_ as 3 mon is axecuted, which finithes the entire masqresade

Th= siusticn proves to be highly shamefnl, but Medlin had spolen the trofh. which sveryons
then has to acknovdsdze, 2s shocked a3 they #ll e, The kinz publicly pronoutices: *Silence, you
kave beea a vary valiant. [ courageons and worthy lmght: | nedhar court noe king sver fathered better
[(6378-82), He also prases her fovaity as hus vassal. but then gueckly translates this mto her praze az
& woman: “There 13 00 more precious gém, / aof Sreater tréasre, than 3 Votoous woman. - No man
can zssest the valpe  of & woman who can be trosted” (6833-36). Howeser, the lane seally has
Silance’s military accomplishments i mind, and ke respects hay greathy as 3 s=hant fightsr for 3 goed
cauze =0 he feverts his ovent roles and [ifts fins ban on women to inherit their fathar’s properizs (66437

The saratve sccount consiudes with nahice winming of surturs asam since Sileace 4= then
deezzed as 8 woman, recetves her female name back {Sﬂen:.m], and, after three days of healthecare
treamment, all of her male features fall awey and her femsle phyzique comes thropsh again
Soheequentiy, the king marries hér and the mareator coeclnddzs with global comments on women's
ratire that tends not toward the secd: “Deing the kizht fhune comes unnsmuallyto har'' (8691 ) becanaz
women haie lesa cccation to do 'the goed (66911 If this sounds contradictory, Hzldriy roshes to
addrezsting problem remunding hes female Jndience that he was balanced m s evalnabons of el
Eufeme and prasceworthy Silencs; vrome all good women to “stove all the harder to do what1z nght”
(6701)

These are seme soarces which Heldiis peobably drew from for the composition of s semance,
such as the story of the masden Grisandale in I Expire Mariin the Romen J'Ensas and the Szvian
Sages of fowa (Roche-Mahdi, ed and trafs | xit-xvil, and for the Enslizh translation of the Grisandole
story, 217). We mught aleo consider the Jay “Lanval” by Mane de France (Waters, ed. and tranz,
2018), at least as fac a3 the episode of the gueen tryme to seduce the youns male vasss] 1 concerned.

However, what bappensd sabsequently” [t seems that Heldrs's Work guickly disappeared in
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etlence and wes not recosmzed sgam pohl 1811, when the manuscnpt comtamme the text was
diseaversd by ecoident (Thome, 15872) Thers are maay reasons why the costamporary audience
misht oot have stjoved the vanous mpects. statements and concepts sharmctennne the Roman de
Silenes, such 2 st Bighly cegative comments aboutthe king of Enzland, and about the fsilures of the
cther knickds which regolaly leaves Silence rathisrizclnted and unrecopnized in what she i3 in reality.

Unless we mught ackuowledss unaxpected hnes of recephion — L2 plarevall woffi-by Gian
Francesco Straperols from 1550 and 1353 come to mund, especally the first stary told sn the fourth
evening (Straparala 2015; of now Clezsen, “The Survieal,” 2022 ) —there wae 0o noticeable history
of reception. as documented by later manpscrpt copies, -and thiz for many posstble reasons The
romance migit have desply dismirved the audisnces dus 1o i preference for ambnalence =nd
ambiguity, makins 1t hard for eaders of listenen o accept the accsunt with 3 straizht See {Allen,
1988, Althoush Silence does not reaily gueshon her own gendar 1deatity i hiologcal tenms che
revises adeliberarely thronghout her htfe nani Merhn expozes her, but by then she hasaleady proven
to be a3 manly as any knight mioht be ot gourt. There i o other fignre who would be a match for her
it her strugzles to establith her v existence af courtand =4 2 leval vassal defending the king

Heldne explicitly, and perhaps uncomfomably plays with the tenson between namre and
nuriore, and he leaves os wondsring, after 91l despite:Silence’s eventnsl retum to being female in
bodily and external appearance. aboutthe stablity of the social sender roles{Campbell. 2019; Tanner,
2012; Terrell 2008:etc.)

Further. when Merlin begins to langh. and then continnes 10 do 3o in every new epizode at
court, he demonstrates most disturbinsly that the motenal dimension proves to be hishly
untrostworthy and deceptive People tand to wear masks and pssume roles that no one o 3ware of
Even he himself hasto admit, despite beins gified a5 & prophet, fiat ke had boen wrons dbout Silente,
which might bave cevere conzequences for sl human relasonsinps While modern regderz obrrogshy
respend to all-those sszuss with great umerest; those mupht bave overwhelmed the thirteenthcenmyy
sudience. for which sl thoee slements of disguse and 1lluzion mught haves been too muoch to digest
and to 20507, Hence, no fonther patrons appearsd and askad we must ascome, for an addinonal copy
of the fext

Of cotirse, there 12 alwavs the ophon thet lzfer manuscnpts eontamng Helding = work mght
have been loat m the subsegquent centurtes. After all. the pescentage -.'E'fmfdlﬁ'ﬂ-ﬂ texts dunng the early
medern aze that were destroved, bomed, cot tnio pieces; or got lostm other ways 13 enormons {Buack
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and Rewch ed. 2014; Have. 2016) Witk respect 1o Lo Boman e Sifence, however, we mught face s
different sstuatien. which tales ue back to our mual reflections. Masenhndy 2t laroe proves 1o be
s=versly undeammined by the scecunt of Silence. She as & woman hss Hdle &iffienlny i traiming her
body in all the traditional male slnlls snd achisving full accomplishments in them No other Inisht is
as brave, loval, intelligent and powerfol as s'he iz, I Medin had oot revealed her true Zender identity,
there would not have been any resson for her to aBandon her mightiy role There 1500 indeeaton ever
that she maght fes! any erotic sitraction to-aman. or to 8 woman. for that-matter. Qnly when the truth
about herzelf has been revealed, and when the king has hfted the ban on women mwherting theyr
Maoreover, there 12 much rotten‘at the oyal cotrt. with the queen enjoring an adulterous affair
with o man mezked as a non She his alsa ro hesstahon & seek a new lover once the hes sneountered:
Sdeqce which ahogether makes her hushand look rather Itke s cockoided man who knows nothims
about what 13 going on at iz own covrt. Bot Mechn then laughs about them all, and langhs o hard
that all preterses by Silénce, the oun, and the queen Eufeme sre destroved (Classen. ed . 2010; Velten,
2817) Tha kine himself has to realize how much he had been foaled by hiswife, who had mads him
mie & Eyghingstock for those who undérsteod the hidden troth. We do sot leam anyihing about that
poliical backerovnd but can imagms it well
ven the twadiional domam of mele ariistic performance, done by mumstrels, 15 undermned
by Silence who guickly leams therr art and supersedes them easily, They plan on geftme her inllad,
but the yvouns man woman i smisrt enouzh to fizure out their saoret schemine and can subterfize
them sffectively without hurting ks previdiis masters We sl should keep in nimd that the kins's
rolinz banning women from inheriting iy zeverely questionad &y wroap-headed and hwtfol for many
nobie famubies wyth wo scnzas hews

CONCLUSION
Al Fiuch a5 Heldris's rotivance is determin=d by 2 hishls intelligent. brave, anid valfant protagonise f1
1 & fenals in disguise. Noture and nurture battle over this i3su8, and the former wins but ot afiér
nurtiure has fullv demonitrated s srpnificant role 1o the fife of the youne women who demogetrites
bow much & woman could achieve mm life with proper education and rescluteress of chamcier. Is
Foman de Silence did not really enter the menta] honmos of medieval scholars until the 15703, and o
hat smined tremendous trastitn only singe then Tt demonstmtes. by mzelf the curous, often rather
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subjective: and highly unsven process of the literary disoourse: Already m the Mhddle Ages, there:
were cancnical t@: ‘besmellers.” marginalred taxts, and ignored works ft took ca 700 years for

this romence fnally 1o receive i= full ecogmtion, and w2 can be certam that the Iterary annsls ars

filled with countless othér =xmmplas of titles that timply did 0ot sxperience anv succes at they time

and vet oright appesl 1o much lster sudiences Indeed, the world of litesary scholanthip s fickle, often
rather sabjective: and henres the object of constantly chagsine perspechivar. valier andideaiz.

[ have divstrated that m the bemmnmng with & few medem l-'::-::an:giea, and we have theprecozmzed that

the same probleme and challenges had been mn place already m the Middle Ages. Iwill be imnfeestme
t> observe what fumre generations vught have o sav about sither the literature produced during our

time; or about our selection of so-called relevamt worke from the pre-modem pericd Heldrie's

romance proves to-be an outstanding piecs of lite medieval French literature -and 1t can aisc 'aFrea]

deeply to modern concerns and miercsis: Bur thes dees notmean at ali thet the contemporary apdiences
could maderstand or apprecate those topics and concerns addressed m this work Al thys should

sanmitizs w2 o the many probledis inhereat in Sur litesars Wistorias and 4o the relitie sonstructedness

aof cur concept of the hitemry world of the Mddle Ages. bt also of our owe time What we ¢an

appieciate today was ofien very strange and inapproprinte for medieval readerslisteners. and whatw=
regard-as satiimental and perhaps sven mesnmgless might have appealed to our predecesziors. Hoth

the pubbc recopmtion of mdivdus! Mterary works and ﬁeu’ rejectson-or belitthn= reveal much sbout

the epistemnelogscal, sociatozieal, political. ethical and also religions process
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